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Abstract 

This research explores the international legal framework governing the extradition of 

individuals accused or convicted of crimes, emphasizing its significance in strengthening 

intergovernmental cooperation in criminal justice. The study begins by examining the 

historical evolution of the extradition institution, from its origins as a politically motivated 

practice to its current function as a legal mechanism ensuring accountability and justice. 

Despite growing international collaboration, gaps remain in harmonizing national legislation 

with international norms—particularly within the legal system of Uzbekistan, where 

extradition procedures are not yet fully codified or unified under a specific law. 

Using a comparative legal analysis method, the study investigates bilateral and multilateral 

treaties, including the 1993 Minsk and 2002 Chisinau Conventions, as well as national 

legislative provisions in Uzbekistan and foreign jurisdictions. It further classifies types of 

extradition, analyzes procedural mechanisms, and identifies key principles such as reciprocity, 

double criminality, and non-extradition of nationals. 

Findings reveal that the effectiveness of extradition depends on integrating international treaty 

obligations into domestic law and establishing a comprehensive national framework. The 

research concludes that adopting a special “Law on Extradition” in Uzbekistan would close 

existing procedural gaps, enhance transparency, and safeguard human rights. The results have 

both theoretical and practical implications for improving international cooperation, legal 

harmonization, and justice enforcement in cross-border criminal cases. 

 

Keywords: extradition, international law, legal cooperation, Uzbekistan, criminal justice, 
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Introduction 

The extradition of offenders has become one of the most significant mechanisms of 

international legal cooperation[1] in combating transnational crime. In a globalized world 

characterized by open borders, technological advancement, and increased mobility, the 

necessity for mutual assistance among states in criminal matters has intensified[2]. Extradition 
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serves not only as a means to ensure the inevitability of criminal responsibility but also as a 

safeguard for justice and legal order. Within the framework of international law, extradition 

reflects the principles of state sovereignty, mutual trust, reciprocity, and adherence to 

fundamental human rights[3]. 

The development of the extradition institution has undergone a long historical evolution—

from a politically influenced practice aimed at surrendering fugitives to a legal mechanism 

governed by international treaties and conventions[4]. Foundational documents such as the 

1957 European Convention on Extradition, the 1993 Minsk Convention[12], and the 2002 

Chisinau Convention have established common standards for extradition procedures. 

However, significant differences remain in national legal systems, resulting in inconsistencies 

in the application of international norms[5]. In Uzbekistan, despite the ratification of numerous 

bilateral and multilateral treaties, extradition remains only partially regulated within the 

Criminal Procedural Code, lacking a unified legal framework. This gap weakens the 

effectiveness of cooperation and protection of individual rights during extradition proceedings 

[6]. 

Previous studies by scholars such as R.A. Saifulov (2001)[13], F.M. Faiziev (2007), and A.B. 

Meziaev (2009)[14] have analyzed the procedural and theoretical aspects of extradition within 

criminal and international law[7]. Nonetheless, most research focuses on procedural 

cooperation or general treaty interpretation, while few have examined the comprehensive 

interaction between international and national legal mechanisms in the context of Uzbekistan’s 

developing legal system. Therefore, the present study seeks to bridge this knowledge gap by 

conducting a comparative legal analysis of extradition norms across jurisdictions and by 

identifying mechanisms for improving Uzbekistan’s legislative practice[8]. 

The research employs a combination of comparative-legal, systemic-structural, and historical 

methods to examine international conventions, bilateral treaties, and domestic laws[9]. 

Through a synthesis of doctrinal interpretation and legal practice, the study identifies 

fundamental principles guiding extradition, including double criminality, reciprocity, and non-

extradition for political crimes. It further categorizes types of extradition—contractual, non-

contractual, conditional, and supplementary—while assessing their implementation in 

international and national contexts[10]. 

The analysis reveals that the effectiveness of extradition depends on harmonizing domestic 

legislation with international treaty obligations and developing a clear procedural 

framework[11]. The findings underscore the necessity for Uzbekistan to adopt a specific “Law 

on Extradition,” which would standardize procedures, guarantee transparency, and ensure 

protection of human rights in line with international standards. The implications of this 

research extend beyond Uzbekistan’s borders, contributing to the broader discourse on 
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strengthening legal cooperation, enhancing the rule of law, and reinforcing global justice in 

combating transnational crime. 

 

Methodology 

The study employs a qualitative and comparative legal research design grounded in both 

doctrinal and analytical approaches to examine the extradition of offenders as a mechanism of 

international legal cooperation. The methodology is based on the systematic collection, 

analysis, and interpretation of international conventions, bilateral and multilateral treaties, 

national legislation, and relevant judicial practices. The research integrates historical, 

comparative, and functional methods to trace the evolution of the extradition institution and 

assess its current legal framework within Uzbekistan and selected foreign jurisdictions. The 

historical method is used to explore the transformation of extradition from early political 

agreements to modern treaty-based legal structures, while the comparative method allows for 

identifying similarities and divergences in the regulation of extradition across different legal 

systems, including Anglo-Saxon and Romano-Germanic traditions. Analytical and synthesis 

techniques are applied to evaluate the provisions of the 1993 Minsk Convention, the 2002 

Chisinau Convention, and the bilateral agreements between Uzbekistan and other states, 

focusing on procedural mechanisms, state obligations, and human rights safeguards. The study 

also examines national criminal procedural codes, constitutional principles, and judicial 

decisions to determine the degree of harmonization between domestic and international legal 

norms. The research draws upon primary legal documents, official government reports, and 

academic literature to develop well-supported conclusions. This methodological framework 

ensures the reliability and validity of findings and provides a solid foundation for proposing 

legislative improvements to enhance the effectiveness, transparency, and human rights 

compliance of Uzbekistan’s extradition procedures. 

 

Results and Discussion 

The study demonstrates that the institution of extradition is a central element of international 

legal cooperation in the fight against transnational crime. Examination of multilateral 

conventions, bilateral treaties, and national laws revealed that extradition evolved from a 

politically motivated practice into a structured legal procedure ensuring accountability and 

respect for justice. The comparative analysis showed that the effectiveness of this mechanism 

directly depends on the degree of harmonization between international obligations and national 

legal systems. Uzbekistan, while a party to major conventions such as the 1993 Minsk and 

2002 Chisinau Conventions, still lacks a unified national law on extradition, which limits 

procedural clarity and the protection of individual rights. 
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The historical development of the extradition institution was traced through several key stages 

(Table 1). Initially, it served as a political tool, but over time became a legal instrument 

embedded in international treaties. Modern extradition reflects the integration of global norms 

of legality, reciprocity, and human rights protection. 

 

Table 1. Evolution of the Extradition Institution 

Historical Period Characteristics Key Features Sources 

Ancient Period Political surrender of fugitives Political and personal motives Martens, Bassiouni 

Modern Period Treaty-based cooperation Codified norms, reciprocity Boytsov, Oppenheim 

Contemporary Legalized and rights-based UN and CIS Conventions UN Model Treaty, 2002 Chisinau 

The research classified extradition into six principal types (Table 2), emphasizing that this 

typology determines procedural and jurisdictional differences across countries. This 

classification aids in understanding how extradition operates both under treaties and in the 

absence of formal agreements. 

 

Table 2. Legal Classifications of Extradition 

Criterion Type Description 

Legal basis Contractual / Non-contractual Based on treaty or mutual agreement 

Procedure Voluntary / Mandatory Initiated by requested or demanding state 

Duration Permanent / Temporary Defines custody and return conditions 

Conditionality Absolute / Conditional Depends on assurances or terms 

 

A comparative study (Table 3) between Uzbekistan, neighboring CIS states, and European 

countries revealed significant legislative discrepancies. Unlike Russia and Kazakhstan, which 

have enacted dedicated extradition laws, Uzbekistan regulates extradition only through general 

provisions of the Criminal Procedural Code. This partial regulation causes procedural 

ambiguity, especially in cases where no bilateral treaty exists. 

 

Table 3. Comparative Overview of National Extradition Legislation 

Country Special Law Implementation Feature 

Uzbekistan No Fragmented norms, weak rights protection 

Russia Yes (2001) Clear procedures and defined authorities 

Kazakhstan Yes (2010) Harmonized with international norms 

EU States Yes Unified under European Convention (1957) 

The analysis also identified fundamental principles guiding extradition, such as double 

criminality, reciprocity, non-refoulement, and specialization (Table 4). These principles 
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represent the ethical and legal foundation of the extradition process and ensure that 

international cooperation adheres to human rights standards. 

 

Table 4. Key Principles of Extradition 

Principle Meaning Source 

Double Criminality Offense punishable in both states UN Model Treaty 

Reciprocity Equal treatment between states Customary Law 

Non-refoulement No extradition if risk of torture or persecution ICCPR, CAT 

Specialty Tried only for crimes requested European Convention 

 

Based on these findings, the study concludes that Uzbekistan’s extradition framework needs 

systematic modernization. The adoption of a dedicated “Law on Extradition” would 

eliminate legal ambiguities, strengthen institutional coordination, and ensure compliance with 

international standards (Table 5). 

 

Table 5. Main Findings and Proposed Legal Measures 

Issue Recommendation Expected Result 

Lack of unified law Adopt Law on Extradition Transparent and consistent procedures 

Weak institutional coordination Define roles of agencies Efficient execution of requests 

Human rights safeguards Include non-refoulement and defense rights Protection of individuals 

 

The discussion further emphasizes that the modernization of national legislation should be 

accompanied by deeper integration into regional and global justice systems. Theoretical 

contributions include a refined definition of extradition as a dual-level institution—

simultaneously international and national—and a systematization of its types and principles. 

Practically, the study’s findings serve as a legislative roadmap for Uzbekistan’s legal reform 

and as a model for further research on extradition harmonization across Central Asia. 

 

Conclusion 

The conducted research confirms that extradition serves as a crucial mechanism in ensuring 

the inevitability of criminal liability and reinforcing international cooperation in combating 

transnational crime. The study established that the evolution of the extradition institution—

from its political origins to a codified legal framework—reflects the global movement toward 

harmonizing justice and human rights protection. Analysis of Uzbekistan’s legislation revealed 

that while the country actively participates in international conventions, the absence of a 

specialized national law on extradition creates procedural ambiguities and limits effective 
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implementation of international obligations. Comparative findings demonstrated that states 

with comprehensive extradition laws, such as Russia and Kazakhstan, exhibit greater 

consistency, transparency, and human rights compliance in their extradition practices. 

Therefore, the adoption of a dedicated “Law on Extradition” in Uzbekistan would fill existing 

legal gaps, strengthen institutional coordination, and align national law with global standards. 

The implications of this research extend to improving the rule of law, ensuring fair judicial 

processes, and fostering regional security cooperation. Future research should focus on 

developing a model extradition framework for Central Asian countries, integrating digital 

mechanisms for cross-border information exchange, and exploring the intersection of 

extradition with emerging challenges such as cybercrime, terrorism, and human trafficking to 

advance the theoretical and practical dimensions of international criminal law. 
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