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Abstract:

This article examines the political categorical analysis of the concepts of youth, extremism,
and intolerance. It highlights the role of youth in society, the emergence of extremism as a
global threat, and intolerance as its main cause. Based on Karl Popper’s theory of the “paradox
of tolerance,” the issue of intolerance is discussed, emphasizing the necessity of effective
political strategies to combat extremism.
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In the 21st century, globalization processes and the rapid development of information and
communication technologies have brought not only new opportunities but also complex threats
to humanity. Among the most serious are extremism and radicalism, which pose a direct threat
to social stability, national security, and human progress, particularly targeting the
consciousness of youth. Therefore, the political-categorical analysis of the concepts of
extremism,” and “intolerance” is one of the most pressing issues in modern social
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“youth,
sciences.

The relevance of studying these concepts is explained by several reasons. First, youth, as the
most active and creative segment of any society, plays a decisive role in its political, economic,
and cultural life. At the same time, due to their psychological instability and underdeveloped
ideological immunity, they become the main target of alien ideas. Second, extremism has
become a transnational phenomenon in the modern world. It is not confined to any particular
country or region but manifests as a global threat to world security. Third, intolerance and lack
of tolerance are at the root of extremism and radicalism. Therefore, a deep study of the
philosophical and political interpretations of these concepts is theoretically and practically
important.

In scientific literature, the concept of “youth” is interpreted from various approaches. From a
demographic perspective, it covers individuals within a certain age range; from a sociological
approach, it is seen as a group actively participating in socialization processes. As a political
category, youth is the targeted subject of state policy and a strategic factor in ensuring social
stability.

The concept of “extremism,” in turn, is interpreted differently across disciplines. In political
science, it i1s viewed as an ideology rejecting the existing political system and calling for radical
solutions; from a legal perspective, extremism is considered illegal activity aimed at
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overthrowing the constitutional order. Therefore, categorical analysis of this phenomenon is a
primary task of political sciences.

The concept of “intolerance” has multifaceted meanings in philosophical, psychological, and
political contexts. Philosophically, it denotes the rejection of differing views by individuals or

societies; politically, it is seen as a key factor leading to the formation of extremism. Karl
Popper’s “paradox of tolerance” concept demonstrates that if a society desires to be tolerant,
it must adopt a firm stance against intolerance. This idea forms the theoretical basis of current
political strategies in the fight against extremism.

This is because the population of the country, especially the youth, is relatively large, and their
ideological immunity directly affects national security. Therefore, state policies such as the
Law “On Youth Policy,” the Law “On Combating Extremism,” the activities of the “Center
for Spirituality and Enlightenment,” and the “Agency for Youth Affairs” are aimed at
eliminating intolerance among youth and fostering tolerance. Thus, analyzing the concepts of
“youth,” “extremism,” and “intolerance” from theoretical and methodological perspectives,
revealing their interconnections, and evaluating them as political categories is one of the most
pressing tasks in today’s social sciences. These analyses have not only theoretical but also
practical significance for Uzbekistan, contributing to national security, ideological stability,
and the formation of healthy socio-political views among the youth.

As noted above, youth is considered the strategic resource of any society and the main
guarantee of stability and security. It is now necessary to analyze this concept in detail from
philosophical, sociological, and political categorical perspectives. This is because “youth” is
not only a demographic indicator but also the most influential subject of the socio-political
system.

Since ancient times, thinkers have regarded youth as one of the most important layers of
society. Aristotle, in his work Politics, described youth as “a new force entering state life,”
emphasizing that their natural energy plays a significant role in political life. Among Eastern
thinkers, Farabi in The Virtuous City evaluated youth as subjects determining the future of
society and stressed that their education and upbringing are guarantees of state stability. Ibn
Sina defined youth as a group in the process of acquiring knowledge, ethics, and political
culture, noting that their upbringing directly influences the spiritual development of society.
These interpretations show that youth, since ancient times, has been seen as a key subject of
society not only because of their natural energy but also due to their spiritual formation. In this
respect, philosophical thought interprets youth as the main criterion for societal progress.

In the 20th century, the phenomenon of youth began to be extensively studied in sociological
schools. Karl Mannheim, in his concept of “sociology of generations,” interpreted youth as the
most sensitive group to historical changes in society. According to him, youth’s rapid
adaptability distinguishes them, but this trait also makes them vulnerable to ideological
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manipulation. In modern sociology, youth is considered the most innovative and adaptable
layer of society. According to Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel’s theory of value
evolution, youth tend to embrace democratic values but can also quickly fall under extremist
and radical ideas. This view highlights the dual role of youth in social transformations: they
can be both drivers of progress and sources of political instability.

According to the UN classification, youth are individuals aged between 15 and 24 years. In
Uzbek legislation, youth covers citizens aged 14 to 30. This approach is tailored to the

country’s demographic characteristics, considering that the majority of the population is
young. Thus, youth issues in Uzbekistan have not only social but also strategic political
importance. The Law “On Youth Policy,” adopted in 2017, established the legal basis for state
attention and support for this segment. The law aims to protect youth rights and interests,
increase their socio-political activity, and strengthen their ideological immunity.

As a political category, youth play a dual role in society. On one hand, they are the main
carriers of democratic values and modernization processes. On the other hand, their
inexperience and emotional sensitivity increase the risk of falling under the influence of radical
movements. As Zbigniew Brzezinski noted, youth have become the main intermediaries in
many modern ideological conflicts.

In the context of Uzbekistan, youth policy during the “New Uzbekistan” era has become a key
strategic direction for national development. The activities of the “Agency for Youth Affairs”
and the “Center for Spirituality and Enlightenment” aim to increase the political and social
activity of youth and equip them with ideological immunity against extremism and radicalism.
Thus, the concept of “youth” encompasses a much broader meaning than just demographic or
biological indicators. Philosophically, youth is regarded as the spiritual foundation of society,
while sociology views it as a layer at the center of social transformations. From a political
standpoint, youth is considered a strategic subject that determines national security and
stability. Therefore, deep scientific study and a comprehensive approach to youth issues
remain among the top priorities of modern science and politics.

The 1deological immunity of generations plays a decisive role in national security and societal
development. To better understand this factor, it is necessary to analyze the essence of the
extremism phenomenon and its role as a political category. This is because the main threat
directing youth consciousness toward radical ideas is extremism. The term “extremism”
originates from the Latin word extremus, meaning “extreme” or “radical.” Historically, it
referred to the activities of radical groups opposing political systems at various times. In
modern academic literature, extremism is interpreted as an ideology and practice offering
radical, harsh, and violent solutions to existing social problems.

In political science, extremism is typically analyzed through two main approaches:
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Legal approach: Extremism is defined as activities aimed at forcibly overthrowing the
constitutional order. For example, Uzbekistan’s Law “On Combating Extremism,” adopted on

June 14, 2018, establishes the legal framework for identifying extremist activities and taking
measures against them.

Political-philosophical approach: Extremism is viewed as an ideology rejecting the existing
political system and seeking to replace it with radical ideas.

Scholarly sources highlight the following characteristics of extremism:

Radicalism: Extremist views reject the current political and social system and aim for its
drastic change. This distinguishes them from constructive political reforms.

Elements of violence: Extremist groups consider violence and aggression legitimate tools for
achieving their goals. Consequently, extremism is often closely linked to terrorism.
Ideological basis: Extremism justifies itself through religious, national, or political ideas,
which leads to its perception in society as a “just struggle.”

Transnational nature: Modern information and communication technologies, especially the
internet and social networks, enable the limitless spread of extremist ideas. Therefore,
extremism is considered a global security threat today.

Youth represent the most active and influential layer of any society and are the most vulnerable
group to ideological manipulation. Hence, extremist movements specifically target youth as
their primary “audience” to spread their ideologies. This trend is also observed in Central Asia,
where religious extremist organizations use psychological influence methods via the internet
to recruit young people. As Zbigniew Brzezinski emphasized in his work The Grand
Chessboard, many 2 1st-century conflicts have an ideological nature, with the youth generation
becoming their main participants. This necessitates viewing extremism not only as a political
threat but also as a danger to generational stability.

Since gaining independence, Uzbekistan has prioritized combating extremism as a key
component of national security. Based on the Law “On Combating Extremism” and
presidential decrees, mechanisms to protect youth from foreign ideologies have been
developed. At the same time, preventive measures have been strengthened through institutions
such as the “Center for Spirituality and Enlightenment” and the “Agency for Youth Affairs.”
Currently, the risk of extremism in Uzbekistan is linked to two factors: firstly, the high
proportion of youth makes them an ideological target; secondly, foreign ideas spread rapidly
through global information networks. Therefore, thorough analysis of extremism and the
development of effective political mechanisms to counter it remain urgent tasks. Thus,
extremism 1s an ideology and practice based on rejection of the existing political and social
system, violence, and radicalism. By fostering intolerance in youth consciousness, it
undermines social stability. For this reason, studying extremism as a political category is
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important not only theoretically but also practically. In the context of Uzbekistan, this analysis
should be regarded as an integral part of the national security strategy.
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