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Introduction:  

Linguistics, the study of language, offers diverse branches that explore how language functions 

in different contexts. Among these, pragmatics plays a crucial role in understanding the 

meaning of words beyond their literal interpretation, focusing on how speakers use language 

in real-world situations to achieve specific communicative goals. Pragmatics deals with 

context, intent, and the social aspects of communication, providing insight into how meaning 

is shaped by factors such as the speaker's intentions, the listener's interpretation, the 

surrounding circumstances, and cultural norms. In literary texts, the pragmatic relationship of 

language elements becomes even more significant. Authors employ various linguistic tools to 

evoke specific meanings, convey emotions, and create an engaging narrative. These tools, 

often referred to as "applied elements" (adjectives, adverbs, discourse markers, etc.), are 

crucial for constructing the narrative’s atmosphere, revealing character traits, and guiding the 

reader through the story. The way these elements function in literary works is not only about 

modifying nouns or verbs but also about shaping how the reader perceives the social dynamics, 

emotions, and deeper layers of meaning embedded in the text1. 

Applied elements in literature serve as subtle markers that convey tone, mood, and intention, 

often creating nuanced effects in the reader’s understanding of a narrative. They can help 

establish power dynamics between characters, signal shifts in a storyline, or indicate 

underlying emotional states that influence how the narrative is received. For example, an 

adjective like " herb " can indicate more than just the taste of something—it can reflect a 

character's emotional bitterness, hinting at themes of conflict or regret. Similarly, adverbs and 

discourse markers help manage the flow of conversation, creating pauses or adding emphasis, 

thus enhancing the realism and emotional depth of dialogues. Moreover, the pragmatic 

relationship of these applied elements extends beyond just the linguistic features themselves. 

Understanding the broader social, cultural, and historical context in which a text is situated 

adds another layer to this analysis. What works as a conversational marker in one culture may 

have a completely different implication in another, affecting how the text is interpreted. In this 

way, applied elements are not just important for understanding the narrative on a linguistic 

level, but they also reflect the societal and historical influences on communication. 
 

1 Yule, G. (1996). Pragmatics. Oxford University Press. 
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This thesis aims to explore the pragmatic relationship of applied elements expressed in literary 

texts, focusing on how these elements contribute to the creation of meaning and guide the 

reader's interpretive process. Through an in-depth examination of various literary works, this 

research will shed light on the ways authors use applied elements to manipulate the emotional 

and cognitive responses of their readers. By looking at the pragmatic effects of these elements, 

this study will offer valuable insights into the complex interplay between language, context, 

and meaning in literature. Understanding how these applied elements work can significantly 

enhance our appreciation of literary works and deepen our understanding of the narrative 

strategies authors use to engage readers. 

 

Research Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative approach, utilizing close reading and discourse analysis to 

examine the pragmatic role of applied elements in literary texts. A selection of literary works 

from various genres will be analyzed to explore how applied elements such as adjectives, 

adverbs, and discourse markers contribute to meaning, tone, and character relationships. The 

focus will be on how these elements influence the reader's interpretation by shaping emotions, 

social dynamics, and narrative structure. Additionally, the research will consider the cultural 

and contextual factors that affect the pragmatic use of language in literature. 

 

Analysis and Results 

The analysis of applied elements in literary texts reveals their significant role in shaping 

meaning, tone, and the overall narrative experience. These elements—adjectives, adverbs, and 

discourse markers—are not just linguistic features, but key tools that help authors convey 

deeper layers of meaning, set emotional tones, and establish relationships between characters. 

In terms of tone, applied elements are crucial for creating the mood and atmosphere of a story. 

For instance, adjectives like " dunkel," " düster," or " heiter " set the emotional backdrop of a 

scene. In a novel, a description such as “Der dunkle, unheimliche Wald erstreckte sich endlos 

vor uns” not only paints a vivid picture but also evokes a sense of mystery or foreboding, 

helping to immerse the reader in the story’s mood. These subtle cues influence how readers 

emotionally engage with the narrative, guiding them to feel tension, relief, joy, or sadness, 

depending on how the author chooses to modify descriptions. 

Adverbs also play a pivotal role in affecting the pace and emotional tone of the narrative. 

Words like " plötzlich," " anmutig," or " leise " provide more than just information about how 

an action is performed—they inject emotional depth into the scene. For example, in a scene 

where a character " legte den Brief vorsichtig auf den Tisch," the adverb " sanft " conveys a 

sense of tenderness or sorrow that the action alone would not express. In this way, adverbs 
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allow the author to fine-tune the emotional nuances of a moment, highlighting key aspects of 

character behavior or action. Discourse markers, though often small and seemingly 

insignificant, contribute significantly to the flow of conversation and the dynamics between 

characters. Words like " Also," " Du weisst," " Genau genommen," or " Aber " are often used 

to convey hesitation, emphasis, or a shift in the speaker’s intention. In dialogue, these markers 

can reveal a lot about the relationship between characters or the speaker’s emotional state. For 

example, when a character says, " Nun, ich hätte nicht gedacht, dass du hier sein würdest," the 

marker " Also " suggests hesitation or surprise, hinting at the character's internal conflict or 

uncertainty. These markers guide the reader’s understanding of the character’s emotional 

world and social positioning within the narrative. 

The pragmatic role of applied elements extends beyond individual words and their functions 

in sentences; they also interact with broader social and cultural contexts. For instance, formal 

or informal language used by characters can signify their social status or power dynamics in a 

given situation. In a dialogue, when one character uses "Sir" to address another, it signals 

respect and hierarchy, while more casual language like " Hey, Kumpel " can indicate 

familiarity or equality. Through these subtle linguistic choices, authors reflect societal 

structures and character relationships, enriching the narrative with layers of social meaning. 

Moreover, the use of applied elements in literary texts often reveals underlying themes. For 

example, adverbs such as " widerwillig," " verzweifelt," or " hastig " can subtly signal internal 

struggles or character growth. These words not only describe actions but hint at deeper 

emotional journeys and conflicts, allowing the reader to connect more intimately with the 

characters’ motivations. Similarly, adjectives and discourse markers can emphasize key 

thematic elements, such as love, betrayal, or power, shaping the reader's understanding of the 

story’s core messages. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the pragmatic relationship of applied elements in literary texts plays a crucial 

role in shaping both the reader’s experience and the text’s overall meaning. These elements, 

such as adjectives, adverbs, and discourse markers, are not merely linguistic tools for 

modifying words but serve as vital instruments for conveying tone, emotion, social dynamics, 

and thematic depth. Through their use, authors create a richer, more immersive reading 

experience that resonates on both a cognitive and emotional level. The analysis demonstrates 

that applied elements function as key components in guiding the reader’s interpretation of the 

narrative. Adjectives and adverbs provide detailed descriptions that establish the emotional 

and atmospheric tone of the text, while discourse markers help manage the flow of dialogue 

and reflect underlying character relationships. Additionally, the pragmatic use of these 
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elements is deeply influenced by cultural and social contexts, allowing authors to subtly 

communicate power structures, social norms, and interpersonal dynamics without overt 

explanation. 
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