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Photography is recognized as the greatest invention of the 19th century. At that time, the 

purpose of photography was only portrait images. Over time, various directions emerged in 

photography, but portrait photography remained one of the most important genres of 

photographic art. Talented portrait photographers are known all over the world, whose unique 

photographs contributed to the development of this genre. 

Photography is an integral part of the 21st century. With the development of technology, 

photography has become an integral part of the everyday life of a modern person. Among the 

fields of art, young people are most fascinated by photography. There are many self-taught 

photographers whose works have taken their place in photography. There are many young 

people who spend a lot of time, money and energy studying photography in order to correctly 

and effectively capture this or that frame on film. Photography can transcend time, culture, 

emotions and immortalize the reality captured in the frame. In photography, there is one 

important and widespread genre called portrait photography. Portrait photography is not just 

about photographing a person. A portrait serves to immortalize a person's face, where their 

character and emotions are conveyed without any embellishment. A properly taken portrait 

has great power, because when looking at a portrait, the viewer feels as if he knows that person 

and all the feelings and emotions captured in it are transferred to the viewer. Portrait 

photography is real, emotional and sincere. In the history of photography, there are famous 

portraits that have left an indelible mark on the consciousness of people all over the world. In 

portrait photography, there are the best photographers who have achieved perfection in 

photography and create the most impressive and unique portraits of people. 

The most famous and brilliant photographer in portrait photography is the American Steve 

McCurry. His unique photo is the “Afghan Girl”, whom he met again a few years later and 

took a second portrait. His portfolio “Journey to India” is also known. At the same time, he is 

the author of many exhibitions around the world. 

Notable portraits have been taken by photographer Lee Jeffreys from Manchester. One day, 

while walking through the streets of London, Jeffreys was noticed by a poor girl and tried to 

take her picture unnoticed, but the girl saw her and started screaming. Then Jeffreys talked to 

her and the girl agreed to take several photos for him. Portraits of homeless people taken by 

Lee Jeffreys are famous all over the world. His works have won many competitions and his 

works have become national treasures. 
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British photographer Jimmy Nelson is known for his portraits of tribal people. He gets to know 

representatives of small nations and creates amazing photos of their everyday life. His project 

“Before They Disappear” is a wonderful work that conveys the diversity of cultures and 

nationalities. His photos are extraordinary, distinguished by their unusual beauty. He has well 

and precisely selected locations, the colors and other nuances of people’s clothes, their facial 

features and expressions, which give the photo a special look. 

Rean is a French self-taught photographer. He is known for his portraits of the people of 

Rajasthan and Cuba, but his greatest passion is the people of Vietnam. There are 54 ethnic 

groups in Vietnam, which have significant differences. An experienced photographer, Rean 

skillfully depicted their everyday life in portraits that brought him recognition all over the 

world. 

French photographer Eric Laforgue travels all over the world, taking photos for popular travel 

magazines and at the same time collecting portrait photos for his collection "Faces of the 

Earth". His works are very impressive because they reflect real emotions. During a trip to 

North Korea, Laforgue photographed the daily life of North Koreans. He was asked to delete 

all the photos. However, he managed to save many of them to show to the whole world. Due 

to this fact, he was banned from entering North Korea. 

Photographer Manny Librodo meets many different faces during his travels. The portraits he 

takes skillfully capture amazing colors and exciting moments. His photos do not tell us stories, 

but his portraits are real masterpieces. The world-famous traveler and photographer David 

Lazar. His favorite place to shoot is Brazil. In the portraits taken in Brazil, Bangladesh and 

Kenya, the details of their everyday lives, feelings and emotions are clearly visible in the eyes. 

In portrait photography, the work of photographer Joel Santos is noteworthy. He skillfully 

manages to convey all the feelings. When looking at his works, one gets the impression that 

the person depicted in the portrait is moved and will continue to speak. Photographer, traveler 

and documentary film director Phil Borges has made a great contribution to the development 

of portrait photography. He is interested in people who live a traditional life. He gets 

acquainted with the culture of small nations and takes their photos. The unique photos of 

Tibetan refugees are especially impressive, where you can feel the hardship that these people 

are experiencing. 

 

 

 


